
September 22, 2025  
 
Roger Leist 
Paul’s Life Circle, LLC 
209 Eagleview Way 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 

Dear Paul’s Life Circle: 

Thank you for your continued and generous support of the TSC Clinic at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital and the University of Cincinnati.  Since your first donation 6 years 
ago, we’ve been able to establish the TSC Helping Hands Fund, which provides critical 
assistance to families affected by TSC who face barriers to receiving optimal medical 
care. 

The TSC Clinic, recognized as a TSC Center of Excellence by the TSC Alliance, is the 
largest multidisciplinary clinic dedicated to caring for individuals with TSC across their 
lifespan, from prenatal diagnosis through adulthood. Our core clinical team now includes: 
6 neurologists, 3 advance practice nurses, 2 pulmonologists, 2 nephrologists, 1 clinical 
psychologist, 1 genetics counselor, and 1 social worker. This team is supported by a 
dedicated group of collaborating physicians, researchers, nurses, coordinators, and 
assistants who work together to deliver world-class care, advance TSC research, and 
address the everyday challenges faced by our patients. 

It’s in addressing those day-to-day challenges that Paul’s Life Circle has made an 
especially profound impact. Through the Helping Hands Fund, countless families have 
been able to travel to our clinic thanks to support for airfare, gas, lodging, and meals—
particularly important when consultations or tests span multiple days. The fund has also 
provided seizure monitoring equipment, easing the fear of undetected nighttime seizures, 
as well as medical strollers, assistive communication devices, and timely diagnostic tests 
and treatments that were otherwise delayed or denied due to insurance issues. 

Beyond the clinic, Paul’s Life Circle also helped fund the 17th annual TSC summer 
camp at Camp Joy in Clarksville, OH, held in June 2025. This 4-day, 3-night experience 
gave children with TSC the chance to enjoy zip lines, archery, fishing, hiking, and other 
fun activities—all with the safety of our medical staff nearby. While kids having fun is a 
priority, the camp’s deeper purpose is to foster confidence, self-esteem, leadership, and 
lifelong friendships among campers. It’s especially meaningful to us that several former 
campers have returned as young adult counselors, continuing the legacy of support and 
connection. These experiences also have made us better clinicians. Seeing children 
simply being kids, without TSC defining them, gives us insight into their joys and 
struggles in ways that go beyond the clinical setting. It’s a reminder of why we do what 
we do. 

 



 

 

A highlight from this past year was the successful outcome of a patient we first met in 
2024: an unborn child diagnosed with TSC. At the time, there was serious concern about 
the baby’s survival due to a large cardiac tumor. Within 24 hours of learning about the 
case, our team mobilized, brought the family to Cincinnati, and began treatment 
with sirolimus, a disease-targeted therapy that we pioneered in Cincinnati in 2003 and 
have since been successful in getting FDA approval to use it for the treatment of lung and 
skin manifestations of TSC. The tumor shrank, and a healthy baby was born and is now 
one year old. This case exemplifies how early intervention, clinical expertise, and the 
Helping Hands Fund made possible by your support, can truly change lives.  

We cannot thank you—and everyone who supports Paul’s Life Circle—enough. Your 
contributions have directly impacted the lives of TSC patients and families. Our clinic 
simply could not do what it does without your partnership in our shared mission. 

Together, we are changing outcomes. 

With deepest gratitude, 

The TSC Clinic Team at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital and the University of Cincinnati 

David Neal Franz, MD (Founding Director) 
Darcy Krueger, MD PhD (Co-Director) 
David Ritter, MD PhD (Co-Director) 
 
Jamie Capal, MD 
Katie Ihnen, MD PhD 
Aynara Wulsin, MD PhD 
Kristn Currans, PsyD 
Ernie Pedapati, MD 
Rana Elmaghraby, MD 
Francis McCormack, MD 
Nishant Gupta, MD 
Jacob Nysather, DO 
Stuart Goldstein, MD 
Karen Agricola, APRN 
Sara Twardowski, APRN 
Collen Klosterman, APRN 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Glass, MS, LGS 
Beth Bross, MS, LCSW 
Debbie House, RN 
Theo Vanover, RN 
Claudia Beebe, RN 
Kayla Tripp, RN 
Karina Cabrera, MD 
Steve Fordyce 
Aaron Pyle 
 
 


